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ABSENTEABSENTEABSENTEABSENTEEEEEISMISMISMISM            
 
RATIONALERATIONALERATIONALERATIONALE    
 
Students are expected to attend school during Compulsory Schooling Phase (from 6.5 years of age) 
 
School absenteeism and student attendance is a complex issue which includes a range of student 

behaviours including school refusal and truancy. 

 

Parents, caregivers and schools can access strategies to improve student attendance through the 

Every day counts resources. 

 

Every day counts is a state wide initiative that aims to assist in improving student attendance at school 

through a shared commitment by students, parents, caregivers, schools and the community to 

improve students' attendance at school. 

 

PROCESS for persistent truancy or absenteeism    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Regular or persistent unauthorised absences 

Office sends letter to parent and invite to discuss 
student’s absences 

If attendance is still not satisfactory 1 week later, 
send letter to parent and invite to a meeting  

If attendance is still not satisfactory 1 week later, 
DP  sends information notice under s117and takes 
reasonable steps to meet with the parent  

Police may be requested to help. 
Department of Child Safety may be 
notified if child protection is a concern. 

Is a meeting held? 

If attendance is still not satisfactory 1 
week later, Principal recommends to 
DG that consent be given to prosecute 
the parent  

Yes 

No 

If attendance is still not satisfactory 1 week after 
inviting parent to a meeting, Principal sends 
warning notice under s117  

If consent is granted authorised officer 
in regional office refers matter to 
police for prosecution. 

If attendance is still not satisfactory 1 
week after the meeting, send letter 
warning parent that DG will be asked 
to consent to prosecution  

Consideration of whether an alternative 
option is appropriate for the child. 

School attempts resolution through informal and 
personal approaches. 

TEACHER’S ROLE 
 

� Teachers mark class rolls in the morning 
and afternoon online 

� Absentees noted on One School 
� Teachers report any unusual patterns of 

attendance  to office /admin 
 


